
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

NCCL Social Platform is changing based upon your feedback: 

 

NCCL is happy to announce some big 

improvements to our social platform! 

Changes were launched on Monday, 

November 4. Please watch the following 

videos below for a sneak peek of the new 

features and be on the look out for further 

videos coming to walk you through the 

new features. 

 

Here is the link to the site: 

https://nccl.org/ 

 NCCL Social Intro Video: https://youtu.be/4xTfQO5IWP4  

 Navigating your NCCL Profile: https://youtu.be/06ADn5VorCA  

 Finding fellow members on NCCL Online: https://youtu.be/bzIu__6hqxc  

 Direct Messaging members on NCCL Online: https://youtu.be/s994W37S9S8  

 Navigating NCCL Groups: https://youtu.be/wOl-xXGv1YQ  

 

In the coming weeks you will receive an invitation from me to join NCCL.  The Diocese pays for 

your annual fee which is $112.00 if payed individually.  Your only fee is a $24.00 contribution 

which helps NCCL to offset costs such as the social network and other programming costs.  

NCCL is an organization for all catechetical and evangelization leaders (youth ministry, 

adult faith formation, religious education, RCIA, evangelization directors, and sacramental 

preparation leaders).  Benefits to NCCL include: 

 A Network with fellow parish and diocesan leaders, regionally and across the country, 

beyond your own diocese. 

 Resources for catechists working in formation processes at all age levels. 

 An annual national convocation to refresh, renew, and reinvigorate your ministry.  In 

2020, the annual convocation will be in Dubuque Iowa.   

 Advocacy for catechetical ministry with the USCCB. 

 Discounts on annual conference fee and products.  In 2020 will be programming and 

discounts for the new General Directory for Catechesis.   
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 Access to exclusive member content & community on nccl.org.   

Help drive the vision of catechesis through a variety of leadership and service 

opportunities. 

 An annual subscription is included in membership 

 A regular email with news and updates from the frontiers of catechetical ministry. 

 

Contact me at jgaffney@dmdiocese.org for more information on how to join today.  I will show 

you how to register and provide a promo code for our discount.   

 

Advent Gift from Loyola Press: 

 

 
 

Embrace the Advent season as a sacred space from the ease of your e-mail inbox with Sacred 

Advent. 

  

Each day of Sacred Advent invites you to slow down for a moment of reflection inspired by the 

rich Scripture and traditions of Advent.  The series features the words of Vinita Hampton 

Wright, Amy Welborn, the Irish Jesuits, and more.  The messages also include suggestions for 

further exploration of Advent themes through additional online articles and prayers. 

 

The process will begin on December 1, 2019.  Register here to subscribe to this Advent 

opportunity.   

 

Our Catholic Faith and the Political Cycle: 

 

Recent events around 

politicians in other 

Dioceses being denied 

the Eucharist have 

brought up questions 

about the right to 

receive Holy 

Communion.  Some of 

these questions may be 

asked in your RCIA or Adult Faith Sharing/Bible Study programming.  Parents of children and 

the teens in our parish formation programs may have questions and ask why? 
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Rarely do I utilize anything from USA Today but the opinion article by Thomas Petri published 

on November 3 is exceptional.  It is worth the time to educate yourself and to print off copies in 

case others may ask you about this issue.   

 

Priests, prudence, politics: Why Joe Biden was refused Holy Communion at a Catholic Mass 

article link:  https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/11/03/joe-biden-catholic-mass-holy-

communion-refused-column/4123123002/ 

 

Upcoming Webinar from NFCYM: 

Tuesday, November 12 at 1:00 pm -- Get 

Families Talking about Relationships, Sex, 

and Safety with Dr. Kathy Amidei and Sr. 

Kathleen Sawyer.  Parents want to have 

meaningful conversations about important 

topics, but they don’t always know how to do 

that.  By harnessing the power of parental love, 

we can encourage them to guide their children 

in matters of life, faith, and morals. Help the 

families of your parish to have these critical 

conversations in healthy and effective ways.  

How can you engage parents in discussions with their children that they would not have on 

their own?  How do we help them to start early, building the small steps of trust children 

need so that they will discuss important issues with their parents when they reach their teens?  

Join colleagues at NFCYM as we explore, “how to get families talking!”  Register here.   

 

Digital CLADD Event in November: 

 

The CLADD Leadership Team has a special 

opportunity for a digital experience beginning next 

week.   

 

As we prepare to end this liturgical year we will use 

the Ignatian Examen experience to look at our 

ministry over the last year: those bright spot areas 

where we felt God’s presence/light, the challenging 

areas where we somehow only experienced the 

darkness and our resolutions for the new liturgical 

year.  This will be an asynchronous event so our entire catechetical community has access to 

participate: full-time, part-time, volunteer, religious education, adult formation, sacramental 

preparation and youth ministry.  Look for more information in your in-box and in next week’s 

Growing Disciples E-Newsletter.   

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/11/03/joe-biden-catholic-mass-holy-communion-refused-column/4123123002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/11/03/joe-biden-catholic-mass-holy-communion-refused-column/4123123002/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2488870312603714317

